Nicola Talbot Hadley
Year of Call: 2007
Email Address: nicola.talbothadley@3pb.co.uk
Telephone: 01962 868 884

Family
Nicola has recently started a family practice and has been praised for her diligence and sensitivity in handling both clients
and opponents. She is passionate and enthusiastic in her approach and is particularly interested in cases involving children.
She has advised and appeared in applications and hearings under section 8 of the Children Act 1989 (prohibited steps and
specific issue orders) private children work and public care proceedings. She is pragmatic in managing proceedings and
reaching settlements under the Child Arrangements Programme in relation to contact (supervised, unsupervised and
supported) and where the child(ren) should live.
Nicola has undertaken a number of pro-bono cases for the Bar Pro Bono Unit, including applications from parents for child
arrangements orders. She has recently advised on the prospects of an appeal against a refusal to discharge care orders and
orders made under section 34(4) Children Act 1989 permitting the court to authorise the local authority to refuse to allow
contact between the child and parent and section 91(14) Children Act 1989 prohibiting a party from making any further
applications without leave of the court. The case concerned a Muslim father contesting a care order and placement of his
children with a non-Muslim foster family and engaged the principles established in the case of P (A Minor) (Residence Order:
Child's Welfare), Re [2000] Fam 15 (also known as P (Section 91(14) Guidelines: Residence and Religious Heritage), Re [1999] 2
F.L.R. 573).
Nicola enjoys using her skills gained in criminal advocacy in the family court and is able to deal with the cross over between
criminal and family cases, particularly where the parties may be dealing with simultaneous proceedings and/or criminal
allegations such as domestic violence are brought to bear in family proceedings. Her training in questioning vulnerable
witnesses is a useful asset in dealing with vulnerable parties in the family courts who may need sensitive handling and special
measures.

Academic qualifications
Christ Church, Oxford, BA/MA Hons Modern History (Upper Second Class Honours)
Bath University, Post-Graduate Certificate in Education (Secondary History)
London School of Economics, MSc International Relations (Distinction)
College of Law (York), Graduate Diploma in Law (Distinction)
Winner of end-of-year prizes in EU Law and Public Law, and ‘Best Student at York’
Winner (jointly with mooting partner) of York College of Law GDL Mooting Competition
College of Law (London) (now The University of Law), Bar Vocational Course (Very Competent)
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Scholarships
Lincoln’s Inn Lord Haldane Scholarship for Graduate Diploma in Law
Lincoln’s Inn Hardwicke Scholarship
Lincoln’s Inn Sir Thomas More Bursary for Bar Vocational Course
Pegasus Scholar to European Court of Human Rights in Strasbourg (May to July 2011)

Professional qualifications & appointments
Trustee of Disability Law Service (since February 2018)
Member of the panel of Chairmen of the Valuation Tribunal for England (since June 2017)
Legally Qualified Chair for Police Misconduct Hearings (since January 2016), for the Police Crime Commissioners and
Authorities of Thames Valley, Sussex, Kent, Hampshire and Surrey
Volunteer Panel Member for Youth Offending Service, Referral Orders (since 2009); formerly at Southwark and now for
Tri-borough YOS (Westminster, Hammersmith and Fulham, Kensington and Chelsea); trained in Youth Rehabilitation
Orders and Restorative Justice

Professional bodies
Lincoln’s Inn
South Eastern Circuit
Criminal Bar Association
Family Law Bar Association
Education Law Association
National Association of Legally Qualified Chairs for Police Misconduct Panels

