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Public and Regulatory

Emma Waldron is an expert in all aspects of education law and in regulatory proceedings. Emma is regularly instructed on

behalf of parents, young persons, independent schools, academies, charities, local authorities and universities advising on all

aspects of education law.

Emma also has substantial experience in the Care Standards Tribunal, frequently advising nursery providers and childminders

at risk of cancellation and suspension following serious allegations being raised against them.

As a former Teaching Assistant and Governor at a Maintained Special School for children with severe profound and multiple

learning difficulties, Emma has a strong interest in matters within the SEND field.

Emma also has extensive experience in providing training to schools and expert witnesses on Ofsted Appeals and has advised

numerous clients on challenging Ofsted decisions. For instance, in January 2023, she successfully acted for a registered

childminder in getting their suspension lifted in an appeal against Ofsted.

Articles

Emma Waldron reflects on the last 12 months of virtual hearings in the SEND Tribunal and looks at the many benefits as well as

the disadvantages of the "new normal".

View Article

Recommendations

Emma Waldron has a broad practice encompassing a wide range of education matters. She offers expertise in special

educational needs and discrimination issues, and is also able to advise on admission and exclusion appeals. She regularly

represents universities, schools, academies and local authorities, as well as parents and young persons.

Strengths: “She is a very caring barrister, very approachable and a formidable advocate - firm but fair.”

“Emma is the go-to counsel for my team. She provides practical advice, including reputational and commercial

considerations.”

“Emma is thorough, careful and considerate. She is sensitive to clients, good to work with and responsive to questions.”

Chambers UK 2024/Education/London Bar

Strengths: “Emma is extremely calm and able to work on very complex, emotive work. She is incredibly bright and

collaborative.”

“Emma is a gifted and persuasive advocate who is able to get to the heart of the matter.”
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“Emma is an extremely kind, caring and compassionate barrister, providing very thorough and detailed counsel.”

Chambers UK 2023/Education/London Bar

Strengths: "Very good and knowledgeable about education law." "A very sensible advocate."

Recent work: Successfully acted for the university in Etowe v Newcastle University, a case in which the claimant sought

damages of approximately £200,000 for misrepresentation, breach of contract and negligence.

Chambers UK 2022/Education/London Bar

Strengths: "Her questioning of witnesses is really good - sensitive and to the point. Her written submissions are also really

clear." "She has the ability to calm anxious clients and makes them understand why they are there and what the issues are."

Recent work: Represented Southampton City Council in an appeal against a decision by the First-tier Tribunal to refuse to

name a particular specialist provision in a child's education health and care plan.

Chambers UK 2021/Education/London Bar

Emma Waldron notably acted for a childminder in successfully appealing an Ofsted suspension notice

‘Emma is a joy to work with. She is incredibly professional. Her knowledge of the law in all things SEND tribunal is second-to-

none, and her advice is always very clearly explained and accurate.’

Legal 500 2024/Education/Leading Junior/London Bar

‘Emma provides clear, accurate and concise advice in the most difficult cases. Her advocacy is impeccable.'

Legal 500 2023/Education/Leading Junior/London Bar

‘Emma is our go-to counsel on contentious education matters; she is very knowledgeable and provides thorough, practical

advice.’

Legal 500 2022/Education/Leading Junior/London Bar

‘Emma is an excellent advocate, very tenacious and has a high level of mental fortitude. She is passionate about the work she

does and instils confidence in clients, even those who are anxious and vulnerable.’

"Emma Waldron successfully acting for Queen Mary, University of London in a discrimination claim."

Legal 500 2021/Education/Leading Individual

‘Does a very good job even in difficult circumstances.’

Legal 500 2020/Education/Leading Individual

Academic qualifications

BPTC (BPP Law School, 2010-2011) – Outstanding

GDL (BPP Law School, 2009-2010)

BA (Hons) Politics (St Chad’s College, University of Durham)

Scholarships

Harmsworth and Astbury Scholar, Middle Temple

Certificate of Honour, Middle Temple

Ian Graham Award for outstanding contribution to student life, University of Durham



Professional qualifications & appointments

ADR Group Accredited Mediator

Professional bodies

Education Law Association (ELAS)

Member of the Association of Women Barristers

Personal Injury Bar Association (PIBA)


