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Crime and Regulatory Crime

Francisca da Costa has practiced Criminal Law from the very start of her career. She has a strong grounding in defence work,

but is a Grade 3 Prosecutor for the Crown Prosecution Service, and is a RASSO (rape and serious sexual offences) appointed

advocate.

Francisca prosecutes and defends a broad range of criminal offences including: drug matters, theft, fraud, burglary, robbery,

violence, firearms, offensive weapons, murder, manslaughter, kidnap, false imprisonment, and road traffic matters.

In recent years, Francisca has been regularly instructed in cases concerning rape and sexual offences. She has dealt with

some particularly difficult cases involving historical allegations, multiple complainants, and pre-recorded cross examination

of child and vulnerable witnesses (section 28 hearings). During the pandemic, Francisca was seconded to the RASSO team at

the Crown Prosecution Service.

While she predominantly appears in the Crown Court, Francisca also works in the Magistrates' Court, the Court of Appeal, the

Privy Council, Courts Martial, and specialist tribunals.

Cases of note

R v C: Francisca acted for the Appellant in an appeal against sentence for offences of rape, false imprisonment, and class A

drug dealing. The Court of Appeal quashed a life sentence and replaced it with 10 years.

R v M: Francisca represented a non-English speaker in an emotionally charged male rape trial. The proceedings were

conducted through a translator. The defendant was acquitted.

R v E & others: Francisca successfully prosecuted a complex multi defendant conspiracy to commit a number of burglaries.

R v J: Francisca represented a defendant charged with grievous bodily harm. The matter went to trial and the defence was

mistaken ID. He was acquitted by the jury.

R v S: Francisca was led by Richard Onslow in a lengthy and complex prosecution concerning the supply of Class A drugs. The

case resulted in convictions for all 4 defendants.

R v T: Francisca represented a vulnerable lady charged with historic sex offences upon several family members.

R v L: Francisca defended a teenager charged with sexually assaulting two children aged 8 and 9. The case involved cross

examination of four children under the age of 10.

R v W: Francisca was led by Nigel Lickley KC in a murder trial. The defendant was acquitted of murder and sentenced for

manslaughter which he accepted.

S v The Queen: Francisca was Junior Counsel for the Appellant in an appeal against conviction to the Privy Council. The
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Appellant had been convicted of murder in Jamaica and sentenced to 15 years hard labour.

 

 

Recommendations

“You saved my livelihood. My family and I are very grateful to you.” Client

“Thank you for being so caring. I felt like no one was listening to me before you took my case on.” Client

“You were professional and tenacious throughout. I knew I was in safe hands.” Client

“My life is back on track because of your help. I really appreciate what you did for me.” Client

“You were just the barrister for the case, thank you for taking such good care of the client.” Solicitor

“Thank you for handling the client so delicately. He didn’t listen to anyone before he met you.” Solicitor

 

Academic qualifications

LLB (Hons) Law with Politics, University of Southampton

Bar Vocational Course, BPP Law School, London

Scholarships

Banerjee Memorial prize, Faculty of Law, University of Southampton

Professional qualifications & appointments

Level 3 Prosecutor for the CPS

RASSO appointed advocate

Professional bodies

Middle Temple

Western Circuit


