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Gemma White

Year of Call: 2009
Email Address: gemma.white@3pb.co.uk
Telephone: 01962 868884

Sexual offences

Gemma's practice encompasses the full range of sexual offences. She is most often instructed in cases involving vulnerable
witnesses or defendants; either because of age or mental health difficulties.

Recent cases of note

e Rv Cookson (unreported). Defence counsel AG Ref, sentence for rape not unduly lenient
e RV JS[2025] Winchester Crown Court, prosecuting counsel in rape alleged against serving police officer

e RvBJ[2024] Southampton Crown Court. Defence Counsel representing father in trial of multiple rapes alleged by one
daughter and sexual assault by adult daughter. Additional child victim. Case required sensitive handling of vulnerable
witnesses

e RvPMI[2024] Southampton Crown Court. Defence Counsel representing former teacher charged with historic offences
alleging abuse of position, acquitted following re-trial

e R v GB[2023] Bournemouth Crown Court. Prosecuting Counsel- anal rape of care worker. Conviction and extended
sentence upheld on appeal

e RV FMI[2023]Isleworth Crown Court. Leading Brad Lawlor, 3TG in defence of vulnerable defendant with significant brain
injury) in gang rape case with 17 year old complainant and challenge to complex forensic evidence)

e RV E(2022) Bournemouth Crown Court. Prosecuting Counsel, multiple historic allegations of rape and sexual assault by
cousin

e Rv B (2022) Portsmouth Crown Court. Defence Counsel, allegation of stranger rape

e Rv C(2022) Southampton Youth Court. Defence Counsel representing 17-year-old charged with anal rape of 14-year-old
girl. Sensitive cross examination. Conviction overturned on appeal

e Rv C(2022) Bournemouth Crown Court. Prosecuting Counsel, multiple rapes in context of domestic violence

e RvH(2021) Portsmouth Crown Court. Defence Counsel, allegations of abuse by (then) 2-year-old against brother in early
1970s. Expert evidence in respect of memory formation

e RvJ(2021) Bristol Youth Court. Defence counsel representing 16-year-old charged with inciting 10 year old sister into
sexual activity. Sensitive cross examination via intermediary

e RvF (2021) Southampton Crown Court. Defence Counsel, representing 17-year-old with mental health difficulties on
charges of rape of a child under 12

e Rv C(2021) Southampton Crown Court. Defence Counsel, rape. Sentence referred to Court of Appeal by Attorney General
but successfully defended and therefore not increased. Local Press Report here

e RvA(2021) Bournemouth Crown Court. Prosecution Counsel, allegations of sexual assault by (then) 5-year-old against
sister’ boyfriend in early 1990s
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e Rv B (2020) Winchester Crown Court. Prosecution Trial Counsel- inciting a child into sexual activity. National Press
coverage here

e RvD(2019) Southampton Crown Court. Instructed trial counsel for defendant with severe autism and not fit to plead in
allegations of sexual assault made by sister. Case required sensitive handling of client

e R v W (2019) Southampton Crown Court. Instructed trial counsel for defendant with severe learning difficulties charged
with sexual assault on a stranger

e R v N (2019) Southampton Crown Court. Appeal against the making of a SHPO for a defendant with severe mental health
and learning difficulties. SHPO had been made in lower court without any opportunity for the Defendant to be
represented or participate in proceedings due to his mental health difficulties. The Order made was severely draconian,
required him to notify the police in advance of any sexual activity and imposed a curfew that lasted for 4 years. Appeal
against these terms successful. National Reporting here

e RV R (2019) Southampton Crown Court. Prosecution Counsel- allegations of historic indecent assault and recent sexual
assault by a grandfather in his granddaughters, one of whom aged 5 years old. National Reporting here

e RvP(2019) Southampton Crown Court. Defence Counsel- attempted sexual communication with a child and inciting a
child into sexual activity

e RvK(2019) Winchester Crown Court. Junior Prosecution Counsel in multiple recent and historic rape and indecent
assault allegations (led by Timothy Bradbury) in relation to the Defendant’s daughters, step-daughters and sister. Complex
third party material and disclosure exercise and hostile witness. Local Reporting here

e RV R (2019) Portsmouth Crown Court. Defence Counsel Allegation of domestic violence sexual assault. Prosecution
Offered no evidence

e Rv O (2018) Portsmouth Crown Court. Prosecution Counsel in knifepoint rape. 18 year sentence imposed. Local news
report here

e RV E(2018) Portsmouth Crown Court. Allegations of attempted Rape and Sexual Assault by an uncle on his niece. Case
stopped following successful submission of no case to answer

e Operation Mespohere R v M (2018) Southampton Crown Court. 17 year old defendant charged with gang rape together
with three others. Several counts dismissed at half time and acquittal secured

e RvK(2018) Portsmouth Youth Court. 12 year old charged with inciting 5 year-old sibling into sexual activity. Prosecution
offered no evidence following legal arguments on admissibility of evidence.

Recommendations

Legal 500 2024/Crime (General and Fraud)/ Leading Juniors/ Western Circuit

Gemma White - 3PB ‘Gemma is extremely hard-working. Her case presentation skills are second-to-none, and she is a
stand-out cross-examiner who has a particular ability to gently undermine the evidence of any witness in a case without
appearing overbearing.’

Legal 500 2024/Crime (General and Fraud)/ Leading Juniors/ Western Circuit
‘particular strength lies in the cross-examination of young or vulnerable witnesses’

'Whether prosecuting or defending, she is particularly adept at dealing with cases of the utmost sensitivity. She is always on
top of her brief and combines intellect with a common sense approach.’

Legal 500 2023/Crime (General and Fraud)/Leading Juniors/Western Circuit

'Gemma is determined, focused, committed, always fully prepared and highly professional. She is an assured and proficient
advocate, confident in court with all judges.'
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Academic qualifications

LLB Law with French (Hons) 2.1 - University of the West of England, Bristol
Certificate in European Political Studies - Universited de Robert Schuman, Strasbourg
Bar Vocational Course (Very Competent) BPP Holborn

LLM Sports Law and Practice (Distinction) - De Montfort University Leicester

Professional qualifications & appointments

Grade 4 Prosecutor

Rape and Serious Sexual Offences Specialist
Deputy District Judge (Magistrates Court) 2021
Fee-Paid Judge of the Mental Health Tribunal 2023
Recorder (Crime) 2023

Treasury Counsel Monitoree 2024

Professional bodies

Criminal Bar Association
Western Circuit

Inn: Inner Temple



