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Public Law & Regulatory
David has appeared for national supermarkets charged with selling out of date food; he has represented dockyard scrap merchants at
inquest proceedings. He appeared for the defendant in the first ever trading standards prosecution for the sale of legal highs.

In a recent case at Bournemouth Crown Court involving the alleged wide scale breach of trade mark and copyright he was determined and
uncompromising in resisting the claims against his clients who had inadvertently fallen foul of the local trading standards department. He has
represented car dealers charged under the unfair trading regulations.

He has represented local authorities prosecuting the deposit of waste without a waste management licence.

He has lectured local authorities on the EU Toy Safety Directive and the Toys (Safety) Regulations 2011 and the implications for market
surveillance and enforcement thereunder.

He has represented local authorities and applicants before council committees in matters of alcohol and entertainment licence applications.

He has successfully defended a car dealer charged under the consumer protection from unfair trading regulations.

Road Haulage
David has appeared before the Traffic Commissioner and public enquiries on behalf of hauliers seeking goods vehicle operators licences.

He has developed particular expertise in cases of death through driving and has been involved in more than a dozen such cases in the last 5
years. These have ranged from two accused racing on country lanes, to a blacksmith with a defective trailer and a haulier with an allegedly
insecure load (R v P). He has become adept at dealing with complex issues of causation and analysis of road traffic collisions.

This latter case of R v P required a detailed forensic examination of the reliability of locking mechanisms on a catering trailer; the prosecution
evidence that failure of the locks was impossible was challenged, resulting in a volte face by the prosecution expert accepting the possibility
of the locks appearing secure yet failing during the course of the journey. David was praised for the clarity of his advice in this matter, without
which the client (54 years old, never been in court before) would have found the case overwhelming.

In 2013 he represented a driver charged with causing the death of 2 Afghan civilians through careless driving of a 15 ton vehicle. Through
challenging the prosecution expert evidence the case was dropped by the SPA.

Police Law
David has appeared on behalf of and advised claimants against the police for the excessive use of force and libel / slander / breach of duty.
He has advised on the options open to a claimant aggrieved by police action amounting to potential false imprisonment and malicious
prosecution of a judicial office holder.

He has appeared for the police at disciplinary tribunals. He has advised and assisted the police in obtaining various orders including Risk of
Sexual Harm Orders and Premises Closure Orders.

Service Law
David currently holds the position of Principal Legal Adviser to the Director of Service Prosecutions. This role places him at the heart of the
Service Justice System. Together with others he is endeavouring to achieve significant reform to the operation of the SJS.

This builds on his background as an army legal service officer (1992-6) and his regular and frequent appearances before the Court Martial.
He has defended cases of attempted murder, rape, service fraud, gbh with intent and child abuse. He has been instructed to prosecute cases
of rape on behalf of the Service Prosecuting Authority (SPA).

He has previously represented the SPA in the Administrative Court (R v MoD (ex p Al Sweady) [2009]) and has taken a case (R v Bulford
Court Martial ex p Bowyer (1999) EWHC 239) to the House of Lords.

He secured the first successful challenge to a terminating ruling by a judge advocate (R v B and B [2010].

His articles on the service justice system have appeared in the Criminal Law Review and he has lectured the Service Prosecuting Authority
and defence solicitors.

Professional Qualifications and Appointments

CPS Grade 4 Prosecutor
CPS External Advocacy Assessor
Western Circuit Advocacy Trainer
Approved Rape Prosecutor
New York State Bar
NMC legal assessor
Master at Law (Maritime Law) with merit December 2015

